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Introduction

A constant source of encouragement to me and to many others has been the example of my dear friend and
compatriot, Bob Roe. His diligent, careful study of God's Word, his obedient response to its truth, and his
able teaching ministry which is the result, are a challenge to anyone who sees the possibility of being taught by
God. Without formal theological training, he rates in my book as able apologist, thorough theologian,
compassionate pastor and all-around man of God. I'm glad he's also my friend. I dedicate this book to him.
May his tribe increase.

I hope that this book will meet a need. Many of God's people have expressed to me that they do not have a
handle on how to approach the Bible to become good, accurate interpreters of its contents.

There are seminary courses on hermeneutics (the art of Bible interpretation) and books on the subject, but the
courses are out of reach for most and the books are often too voluminous and imposing to invite reading. Yet I
believe that God wants all of us to be able to study the Bible intelligently and understand its message...hence
this book.

I have a thing about thick books and big words, so if you're expecting an exhaustive (and exhausting) tome,
replete with all the theological jargon, you'll be disappointed. This is not a scholarly treatise with a high fog
rating. As did Paul the apostle, I want to use great plainness of speech, for no one should be excluded from the
profitable and exciting possibility of discovering the truth of God through his own independent study of the
Bible.

I have tried to assume as little as possible on the part of the reader, so some of the material is on a rather
elementary level. If it seems too basic, remember that every year football teams go back to the basics of
blocking, tackling, running, kicking, and passing--so reviewing the basics of Bible interpretation is not
altogether bad. I believe you may find plenty to challenge your thinking, however, even if you are already
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somewhat skilled in interpreting the Scriptures.

This is a study book. If you do not have your Bible side by side with it as you study you will miss much of its
value. The format I have used is simple. I have cited principles by which one can interpret the Scriptures, then
I have illustrated the use of those principles to analyze a portion of scripture. You will want to follow my
analysis step by step in your own Bible to really appreciate what I'm trying to do. You may not agree with all
of my interpretive opinions, but I hope you will have gained the capability of reaching your own conclusions
based on your personal application of interpretive principles.

The theme song you should be singing throughout is:

"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God"
(Matt. 4:4).

God has spoken! His are words to live by! So we must seek to understand the Basics of Bible Interpretation.
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It's always a special joy to work with our son, Dave Smith, on the art work for my books. I like the father/son
act. Besides, it means he has to read what his "ole dad" writes, and I love to share the great truth God has
given us with him and all our loved ones.
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neighbor and father figure to many youngsters and young adults who prize highly their friendship with Bob
Smith.

Online version created April 7, 1997.

Phase 1: Chapters 1
Back to Discovery Publishing Page
Back to Peninsula Bible Church Home Page

First published in book form in 1978 by Word Books, Waco, Texas. Copyright (C) 1997 Discovery
Publishing, a ministry of Peninsula Bible Church. This data file is the sole property of Discovery Publishing, a
ministry of Peninsula Bible Church. It may be copied only in its entirety for circulation freely without charge.
All copies of this data file must contain the above copyright notice. This data file may not be copied in part,
edited, revised, copied for resale or incorporated in any commercial publications, recordings, broadcasts,
performances, displays or other products offered for sale, without the written permission of Discovery
Publishing. Requests for permission should be made in writing and addressed to Discovery Publishing, 3505
Middlefield Rd. Palo Alto, CA. 94306-3695.


